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Lancashire Quarterly
Economic Survey
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21,846 People
the participating businesses represent 
a combined total of 21,846 employees.

194 Businesses
across Lancashire contributed  
their input to the survey.

The Q1 2026 Survey was conducted by the North 
& Western Lancashire Chamber of Commerce; East 
Lancashire Chamber of Commerce and Lancaster 
& Morecambe Chamber in association with  
Brabners LLP. 
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Investment  
intentions

Key findings
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Domestic Sales

Domestic Orders

Export Sales

Export Orders

Employment last 3 months

Employment next 3 months

% Tried to recruit

        % Part-time

        % Full-time

        % Temporary

        % Permanent

% Recruitment difficulties

        % Skilled manual

        % Professional/Managerial

        % Clerical

        % Semi and unskilled

Cashflow

Investment - plant/machinery

Investment - training

Confidence - turnover

Confidence - profitability

% Full capacity

Prices

        % Pay Settlements

        % Raw materials

        % Utilities

        % Fuel

        % Financial costs

        % Other overheads

Q4 2025 Q1 2026

1 0

-7 -9

4 -9

1 4

7 1

2 1

24 72

5 4

22 94

3 4

5 20

16 61

17 71

7 59

8 24

8 32

-7 -13

2 6

-1 1

8 40

-3 16

12 31

10 58

25 76

15 68

13 55

5 27

6 21

12 28

9 21

9 30

11 52

19 49

15 37

19 55

Q4 2025 Q1 2026

3 14

-1 6

-2 -8

-2 18

5 7

9 13

64 60

22 34

49 82

15 14

24 41

51 60

23 46

29 48

13 28

19 44

-15 -3

-9 -8

-4 8

25 32

7 16

42 42

42 50

77 74

31 33

48 48

29 24

22 12

42 27

23 20

13 11

33 40

59 43

27 23

72 63

Q1 2026

1

-2

-13

3

-6

-1

48

-1

72

11

15

45

54

52

16

24

-6

4

2

32

19

19

48

51

53

42

22

15

16

12

21

41

30

22

36

-3

-2

7

-16

-4

-9

Q1 2026

11

7

-6

-16

2

4

-4

12

33

-1

17

9

23

19

15

25

12

1

12

7

9

-0

8

-3

2

-0

-5

-10

-15

% Interest rates

% Exchange rates

% Business rates

% Inflation

% Competition

% Tax




